Message to Technologists: Think ‘High Impact’ 

The Office of the Chief Technologist has a few words of advice for technologists looking for seed funding next fiscal year to help develop new technologies: “Think high impact.”

The Office, which is responsible for managing the Center’s Internal Research and Development (IRAD) program and plans to release its annual Call for Proposals on Wednesday, May 19, is invigorating efforts to invest in early-stage, high-impact technologies that could provide transformational solutions to the Center’s most challenging future problems. The FY11 IRAD Program will dedicate at least 20 percent of investment funding to these longer-range technologies whose readiness levels now are considered low.

More details will be available in the Call when it becomes available May 19.  A bidder’s conference will be held on May 19 at 10 am in the building 3 Auditorium. Other call-related workshops are listed below.

The emphasis on longer-range technologies has evolved over the last year or so, said Chief Technologist Peter Hughes. “In past solicitations, we focused on technologies that would improve Goddard’s chances of winning missions and instrument awards in the near term. The strategy was successful. Our investment in strategic technologies contributed to us winning a number of high-profile missions and instruments. We now need to focus on potentially game-changing technologies that assure our competitiveness farther down the road.”

Headquarters may make additional funding available specifically for early-stage technologies, Hughes added. “In that case, we will be able to fund a larger number of early-stage technology proposals.” 

In addition to thinking “high impact,” Hughes also is encouraging technologists, engineers, and scientists to open their horizons to new ideas and interact with others outside Goddard in the search for game-changing technologies. In an interview with Goddard Tech Trends http://gsfctechnology.gsfc.nasa.gov, Deputy Director for Science and Technology Orlando Figueroa offered the same advice. “Let’s be more aggressive about scanning the horizon for technologies outside of the project, outside our close community,” he said.

  

	May 20       
	Cross-Cutting Technology and Capabilities Collaboration Workshop
	Building 23 W149   
	3:30-4:30   

	May 21   
	Astrophysics Collaboration Workshop
	Building 34 Room
	11:00-12:00   

	May 25
	Earth Science Collaboration Workshop   
	Building 33 H114 
	10:00-12:00   

	May 25    
	Planetary and Lunar Science Collaboration Workshop   
	Building 34 Room W130
	11:00-12:00   

	May 26    
	Heliophysics Collaboration Workshop   
	Building 21 Room 242   
	10:00-12:00   

	May 28    
	Communication and Navigation Collaboration Workshop   
	Building 11 Room C104   
	1:00-2:00  


